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- those used in ancient times. And, relative to the 


_ depravity ; and that-8uch depravity can only be 
romoved hy come eupernaturl or remarkable op- 


« We trust in the living God, who is the Saviour of all men.'—Paul. 
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CONVERSION. 


The denomination of Universalists has been ac- | 
cused of denying the necessity of conyersion ; but ; 
the charge is unfounded. 'The mistake probably 
arose from: the fact that we do not fall.in with the 
views of many christians on. this subject ; which, 
in their estimation, is about the 8ame as to dis- 
card the bible wts8elf, Hence the error originated 
in the honest mi rehensions of those who have 
not taken pains to inform themeelves relative to 
the views we do entertain; and it has been per-: 
petuated by a strict adherence to the determina- 
tion not to investigate a doctrine which, to say 
the least, 1s unpopular. | | 

Now the truth 1s, we do believe in the neces- 
sity of- conversion, According to the ecriptural 
meaning of the term; and we are no less anxious 
to have mankind brought to.a knowledge of the 
truth—we- are no less industrious in use of 
means for the attainment of -that object, than: 
others ;—<still, it becomes us to confess, that, we. 
disagree with many christians, both as regards 
conversion itself, and the means by which it is to: 
be brought” about. Nor do we allow, that, be-' 
cause conversion 1s indispensable in 8ome cages, it | 
is necessarily 80 in all; for it seems to us, that 
the very fact s8et forth by our Lord Matt. xviii. 2, 3. 
that 8ome must be converted and become like [rt- 
ile children, in order to *enter-into the kingdom 


—_ 


of heaven, teaches us, that those children stand | m 


in no need of the change required in other cases. 
And if this view of the subject should not be ac- 
knowledged correct by the reader I would se- 
riously inquire, by what means little children are 
to be converted; and whom $shall we regard as 
patterns of that innocence and purity, to which 
they ought to attain ? | EDE-4%; 

As regards the means used for the ostensible 
purpose-of converting sinners, in this age of the 
world, they appear to us to differ materially from 


proper 8udjects of conversion, we believe that 


of our christian friends mistake—having 
ovecabiedi hires diicaity which a-gospel con-! 


version is designed to remove, and fixed u 
certain 8upposed defects in the character of hu- 
man beings, which are not recognized in the scrip- 
tures, and which cannot be removed, for the best. 
of all reasons—because they do not exist to be 
In this last remark I allude, more fy 9 
to the. prevailing notion that conversion is intend- 


ed to 8erve as a'cure for natural, inherent total 
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than an effort to 80 far remove Such 
as are deemed erroneous, that the 


on 18 generally defined—* the turn- 
ng or 97 ok. Briar mage enonvNe 4 
It 1s often confounded with regeneration jol- 
ness; but it properly means the effect produce 
by the first influence of the grace and light © 
upon the heart, by which an idolater embraces the 
true God, a Jew the doctrine of Christ, and a sin- 
ner turns from his sins. Converson 1s, in fact, « 
change from one stale to Mother. A Jew, or an 
idolater may be converted from Judaism or idola- 
try, to the religion of Chrnist ; and a christian may 
be converted to the faith of the Jew, or the idol- 
ator. Or persons may be converted from the pe- 
culiar 8entiments of one sect, to the faith or doc- 
trines of another: a man may therefore be made 
4.098 by conversion, or. worse than he was be- 
ore. | 
The whole depends upon the kind of doctrine 
to which we are converted. If we forsake a good 
doctrine and embrace a bad one, we shall of course 
become worse than we were before; if we forsake 
a bad .doctrine, and embrace a good one, the 
C will undoubtedly te for.our advantage. 
The Pharisees, it will be recollected; *com d 
8ea and land to make one proselyte,- and when he 
was made, they made him two fold more a child 
of hell than themselves.* That was an example 
of a kind of conversion from which we hope to be 
preserved ; but still there is 'a change which «#s 
desirable, inasmuch as its fruws are 
. When converts to the doctrine of Christ were 
ultiplied by the preaching of our Lord and his 
apostles; every change that was effected was de- 
cidedly for the better. Peter was converted from 
Judaism to christianity ; and Paul was' converted 
from a man influenced by a spirit of persecution, 
to a meek and humble j but resolute and devoted 


| 8ervant of the Lord Jesus Christ. And all who 


ack Frryureery Faire owmetanar ur we 
merely—but practically, and pe b 
men, ol better women, than they were before. 
Any other conversion 1s decidedly worse than 
none at all. | 

2.” But who stand in need of this conversion ? 
Do all, young and old, and bad, virtuous and 
vicious, wise and fool! o all mankind need to 
be converted? Our answer is no. All do not 
need -conversion; and I will take the liberty to 

those who do, and those who do not, 

gtand in need of this change of mind and con- 
duct. | | 

In the first place, children, until they arrive to 
gome degree of maturity of mind, are not to be 
numbered among those who stand in need of con- 
version. The reason is obyious—they have never 
known the law, consequently have not wilfully | 
violated it; they have het inked ibed false doctrines, 


eration of the spirit of God. The present artiole 


S 


consequently cannot be» converted from them— 
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they cannot-know the truth; consequently cannot 
be converted to it; they have not experience 
moral death ; <onsequently cannot pass from it 
unto life. 

I know it may be 8aid that children are totally 
depraved; but where are the ps of that fact ? 
Youcertainly cannot find anything to sustain 8uch 
= idea in _ Rn, 'They have kr 001 rt 
e in and again for that purpose, and the result 
has x wean been unfayorable to the doctrine of to- 
tal depravity. Do you find anything in the 8miles 
of the infant, or in the inoffensive prattle of the 
little child, to convince your minds of the truth of 
guch a s8entiment—a doctrine repugnant and re- 
volting to every generous feeling of the human 
heart? No—you do not; and your own common 
genge is enough to teach you a different les80n. 

Admitting, however, for the sake of argument, 
that children are totally depraved—may we not 
8ubmissively inquire how they became 80? Did 
they make themselves 80? No, that will not be 
pretended. Did they®ecome 80 by reason of the 
gin and fall of Adam? Is this depravity visited 
upon them through the medium of their parents ? 
If 80, how, ih either case, can they be considered 
dlame worthy ? Did they choose to be thus de- 
praved? Did they voluntanly enter upon an ex- 
tence fraught with infinite mischief and ruin? 
How then can we avoid the conclusion, that if 
they are thus depraved, it 1s their mgfortune and 
not their fault ? 

There is another thought, which I will take the 
liberty to express, as an argument in favor of the 
position I haye taken. Children cannot be con- 
81dered the proper subjects of conversion, for the 

reason that they are mcapable of turning from 
right to wrong, from evil to good, or from a state of 
wgnorance to a knowledge of the truth. 'They are 
not, in one word, the _ subjects of calls, 
warnings, or invitations. 'They cannot understand 
our les80ns, nor enter into those speculations, 
which are too often regarded as all-essential to 
the moral improvement of the mind. You might, 
therefore, just as well call upon. the blind to see, 
the deaf to hear, or the dumb to speak, as to call 
upon the child to be converted—you might just as 
well blame them for not obeying you, as to con- 
8ider a child blame worthy for not being con- 
verted. 

Regeneration, as has been justly remarked, is 
the power to turn unto the Lord, while conversion 
18 an actual exercise of that power. But who will 

tend that God has given the child this power ? 
ow then, can it be expected that it will exercise 
this power? And if it cannot, why should we blame 
the child for not being converted ? The truth is, it 
needs no conversion ; and if it did, it is not, capa- 
of being operated upon”by the appointed means. 
It follows, therefore, either that children are en- 


 tirely excluded from all the benefits of divine love 


and grace, or that they need no change to xzender 
them beloved of God. For, those whose opinions 
I am opposing will not admit-that any human be- 


can be saved without conversion; and I think 


it has been shown that children are incapable of 
being converted. I need not ask which of these 
two 4; qr is most reasonable and -consistent 


our Lord has decided this case for us, in 
a manner calculated to silence all vl ay ae 
the passage above referred to, we are- in d 


that we must become as little children, in order to 
enter into the kin; of heaven; and in anoth- 
er place we are | that he *took little chil- 
dren in his arms and blessed them, 8aying of 8uch 
is the kingdom of heaven.” 'This teaches us, that 
children being proper subjects for the om of 
God, do not stand un need of the process of conver- 
$10n to qualify them for 1. | 

Again—those who have been well educated, or 
trained up in the pure principles of the gospel, do 
\not stand in need of 0p og IG 4s 1s - yet 
from the fact, that any change in the opunons 0 
8guch persons would necessarily be from good to 
bad; and if they are influenced by those good 
doctrines in which they have been instructed, they 
will gain nothing by altering their course of con- 
duct. 
There are those who are born and educated 
under such favorable circumstances that it would 
be almost impossible to improve their condition. 
Such are they whose parents were careful to 
train them up in the *nurture and admonition of 
the Lord,” and have carefully guarded their minds 
from the contaminations of error ;—such, allow me 
to 8ay, may be om aw mean if we mae _ 
betimes, in the holy princt, our ſau ws 
im our power effectually to 69h þ them against the 
evils that are in the world, and to them within 
the kingdom of God. But if we sufter their ten- 
der minds to be poisoned with a false and vain 
amps gr 8 an erronbous and dangerous 
8ystem of religion—or if we s8uffer them to grow 
up in ignorance of the truth as it is in Jesus, they 
will assuredly stand in need of conversion. 

There is another class of persons who do not 
stand in need of this change; I allude to those 
who have already become the true disciples of 
Christ and have imbibed his blessed spirit. Such 
are those who have been brought into a know]- 
edge of the truth, and *have passed from death 
unto life. But, for reasons which will be more 
apparent as we proceed, none, in the opinion of 
the writer, belong to the truly converted but 8uch 
as. take enlarged and liberal views of _—_ grace, 
and are _ to take an humble seat before the 
throne of God. 

All others who have ccme to years of discretion 
may be considered as 8tanding in need of conver- 
810n. 'Those who know not God; those who have 
embraced erroneous sentiments; and also those 
who are not possessed of an humble and childlike 
disposition, must be converted before they can 
enter into the kingdom of heaven. And it 1s to be 
Ktuahon ; for even. - awry disciples 8tood in 
GEE See Matt. xviii. 8. 

'The reason why they were addressed in this 
manner, was, they came to our Lord and asked 
him *who should be greatest in the kingdom of 
heaven.” 'To show that it was a want of humility, 
on their part, which occasioned this reproof, he im- 
mediately  added— Whosoever, therefore, shall 
humble himself as this little child, the 8ame: is 
greatest'in the kingdom of heaven.? - 

8. Let us now attend to the advantages which 
may be obtained from an early use of the appoint- 
ed —_ of On. CE St 

e advantages of becoming true converts to 
| the doctrines and moral principles of Christ are 
|neither few nor mall. y may all, however, 


, 


| be embraced under one head—viz.—those which 
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a-be obtained by entering. into the kingdom 
ven... But it may- be asked are we to ob- 
tain no advantages from converston till we get 
into another state of existence ? We have been 
told that there are a great many benefits to be de- 
rived from a true evangelical conversion here on 
earth. 'True—and for one I shall be glad to find 
that mankind are disposed tobe contented with the 
reward they will receive on earth, for the pains 
they take to'be religious. 
he truth appears to be this—the kingdom of 
heaven, or the kingdom of God, is simply the 
reign of Christ on earth. 'These are terms which 
are used to distinguish the administration of Christ 
from the old legal dispensation. His laws had re- 
spect to the mind; hence their spirituality ; they 
were -emanations from the love of God; hence 
their . His empire was the human mind— 
the intellectual world was put in —_ to 
him, and he will reign over it, until all enemies 
shall be 8ubdued. "4T" | 
There are two methods of proving the truth of 
the position I have taken—one is, to show that 
the reign of Christ will cease at the final consum- 
mation of earthly things ;—the other 1s to ascer- 
tain the 8criptural usage of the terms. To show 
that his-reign will cease at the event of the res- 


urrection, but one Wag need be quoted 1. 
Cor. xv. 24 —28. * cometh the end, when he 
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and all 

| he hath = all 

enemy 8hall be destroyed, death. he hath 

all things under has feet. pre prong BY 
things are put under ham, uu 18 manifest t 

ch did all things under him. 

when, all things 8 be 8ubdued unto hum, 

8hall the Son himself be 8ubject unto him 

49" (og all things under him, that God may be 

From this it is evident, that the time is coming 
when the administration or kingdom of the media- 
tor will end. God is in Christ reconciling the 
world unto himself ; when the world is fully rec- 
onciled there will be an end of all measures for 
the accomplishment of that object; and conse- 
quently the reign of the Mediator cannot be ex- 
tended into the regions of immortality. 

A few quotations will serve to convince us that 
nothing more is intended by the terms kingdom of 
heaven, and kingdom of God, than the mediatori- 
al reign of Christ on earth. - A few which have 
been 8elected are the following—* Repent for the 
kingdom of heaven is at hand.* *And from the 
days of John the Baptist, until now, the kingdom 
of heaven $uffereth violence, and the violent take 
it by force.” *Wo unto you, scribes, and phart- 
8ees, hypocrites! for ye shut up the kingdom of 
heaven against men; for ye neither go in your- 


8elves, neither suffer ye them that are entering to 
0 in.” . * But if I cast out devils by the spint of 


then the og of God is come unto you.” 
*The kingdom of God shall be taken from: you and. 
given to a nation bringing forth the fruits thereof.” 
* But I tell you of a truth, there be some standing, 
here which shall not. taste of death, till they see 
the kingdom of God.' *Blessed is he that eball 
eat bread: in the kingdom of God.” *©'The king- 
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dom of God is within you.' - *So likewise ye, when 
ye ehall see these things come to ow ye 
that the kingdom of God is nigh at hand.” 

These are but a few of the many passages 
which seem to favor the view which has been ta- 
ken of the subject before us ; but these are guffi- 
cient to make it appear that all the advantages of 
convers1on are to be enjoyed here on earth, since 
here is- the kingdom of the Redeemer. This 
kingdom 1s love, joy, and peace in the holy spirit; 

all these, and many other blessings, may be 
gecured, if we will but become -humble and inno- 
cent as the little child. 

In -conclusion it may be observed ; that one 
prominent evil of neglecting the means appointed 
for our conversion, 18 that unreconcuation of heart 
whach arises, from the want of a knowledge of the 
truth, It is impossible, in the nature of 
for human beings to be reconciled to God—to hi 
will, his purpose, his providence, or even to the 
dispensations of his grace, until they know what 
is revealed concerning the 8ouls eternal inter- 
ests. So long as ignorance pervades the mind, 
all looks dark and gloomy. The gou] 18 without 
its aliment—it has nothing to feed upon, that can 
satisfy its -longing desires. Not knowing any- 
—_ the love of God, the 8oul cannot love him ; 
not -knowing its destiny, it *perishes for lack of 
vislon ; not feeling its. relationship with the eter- 
nal mind, it smks into despondency. 

Another evil experienced by the unconverted 
is, they are apt to be puffed up with epiritual 
pride. Not having a childlike dispostition, they too 
often expect more than they deserve. 'They want 
too high a seat in the kingdom of heaven—they 
do not feel willing to humble themselves, unless 
it is for the express purpose of*being exalted. 
This, it is to be feared, is the case with a great 
many christians. 

Should the question now arise—will not the 
evil consequences of an unconverted state be ex- 
tended into another state of existence, our answer 
is no. Ag all the benefits of conversion are ne- 
cessarily confined to this state of existence, 80 also 
will the evils of unregeneracy be confined to our 
earthly pilgrimage. Heaven, 1s above our reach - 
at present—et can neither be gained by our exer- 
tons, nor _lost by our neglect. Immortality, let it 
ever be remembered, is * the gyft of God, not of 
works lest any man should- boast.” L. S. E. 


A FRAGMENT. 


I may be told, perhaps, that Universalists are as 
virtuous and g as exemplary and pious, as any 
christians in the land. I admit it. I beheve it. 
But this is not enough. The believers in God's 
essential and unbounded goodness, ought to ex- 
ceed every other class of men in virtuous attain- 
ments ; and they will exceed them, if they walk 
worthy of the religion which they profess. They 
are obligated to be more holy than other men, be- 
.cause they have a better anU holier faith. 'They 
are b by the most solemn obligations, to ex- 
hibit to the world the superiority of their faith, in 
the holiness of its fruits,—in its superior influence 
on the heart and life. It is not eno I repeat 
it, it is not enough, —that the friends of this glo- 
rious doctrine.are as good as Ho", whose views 
of God's grace are less extengive and efficient than 
their own. If they have more light than other 


dom.of God cometh not with ghnorvation, BENiur 
8hall man ay lo, here, or lo, there ; for the king-| 


men they should cause it to shine in its full splen- 


_ ment of eternal life. 
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dor. and power ; and then men of every sect and 
denomination would: see it, and in admiration of 
its glory, would honor their Father who is in 
heayen. 

The faith of the Universalist rests secure on 
the imperishable, ever enduring throne of "Truth. 
It accords with enlightened reason—with all that 1s 
8een of God in the visible Universe,—with all that 
is written in the pages of holy inspiration—and 1s, 
therefore, placed beyond the reach of controversy. 
No weapon formed against it shall prosper. Its 
proofs are irresistible, and everywhere. God's 
infinite wisdom and love are 8een in every object 
of creation; and” .in all the operations of divine 
Providence. He has stamped the impress of his 
unbounded goodness on all his works. But the 
world are blind to arguments of this character. 
Hence the importance, the absolute necessity, of 
bearing in our lives the fruits of our religious 
faith ; for this is an argument which all must see, 
and whose force all must acknowledge. 
way _ man, however humble may be his sta- 
tion in life, will become a living preacher of truth 
and: righteousness, and give effectual aid to the 
cause of God's boundless grace in the earth. My 
brethren, think of these things. Such reflections 
will do you no harm. 

I have heard many express regret for the want 
of ability to adyocate the cause of truth. Happy 
in their own minds, they wish to see those around 
them nourished from the s8ame fountain of living 
waters, whose streams of comfort have refreshed 
and gladdened their own souls. 'They are desir- 
ous to Uo gomething to promote the interests of 
their fellow men, and'to bring them into the enjoy- 
But they cannot employ, the 
weapons of truth—cannot reason ; and because 
they do not understand all mystery and all knowl- 
edge, they think they can do nothing. But there 
is no 8oundness in this conclusion, If they did 
but know it, such persons are able to give effec- 
tual assistance to the cause of truth. Let them 
practice the principles which they profess. Let 
them 1wmitate the God whom they worship, by man- 
ifesting a spirit of kindness toward all .men, in 
* doing justly, loving mercy, and walking humbly ;' 
in this way they may become successful advo- 
cates of the truth as it is in Jesus, promote the 
diffugion of knowledge and happiness in the world, 
and * glorify their Father who is in heaven.” 

If we would 8ee our order more exalted, ex- 
tended and prosperons, we must let our actions 
demonstrate the purity and worth of our faith, 
Professions are of no avail ; they are as empty as 
the wind; but in good works there is gome 
8ubstantial. And when men behold them, they 
are convinced of the goodness of the principles 
from which they flow. If the fruit be pleasant to 
the eye and of delicious flayor, the” tree which 
bore it is universally allowed to be good. 

Nothing has dishonored religion 80 much as the 
unworthy conduct of its professed friends. They 
have conducted like other men; like other men 
they have loved the alluring vanities and corrup-/ 
tions, the honor and praise of the world, more 
than they haye loved the truth, and the honor that 
cometh from God, I have often heard it 8aid— 
with what emotions I need not stop to degcribe— 
that professed christians are no more moral, no 
more virtuous, no more pious, than thoge who be- 
lieve in no religion; but who follow the light of 
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nature alone, I fear there is too much truth in 
such remarks ; and deeply regret that occasion 
should. ever have been given for 8uch reproaches. 
In closing these eicey remarks, it is proper 
to observe that no man can be a disciple of Chrizk, a 
christian, unless he exbibits the light and fruit of 
his doctrine. All enter not into the kingdom of 
heaven, that cry, Lord, Lord; all are not Univer- 
8alists who assume the name. It is by their fruits 
ye shall know them. If, then, we desire to be 
virtuous and happy, let us cultivate the fruit of the 
gospel, which is * on earth peace, and good will to 
men.” Then our faith would flourish—the day 
spring from on high would visit us—the emanci- 
pating, renovating light of the gospel would dawn 
on every dark and desolate region of the earth, and 
the kingdom of this world would become the 
kingdom of our Lord and his Christ. 3. n.-B. 


Man's STATE anD CONDITION AFTER DEATH. 
In a previous paper, we promised to make gome 
further remarks, in relation to the state and condi- 
tion of man after death. We now proceed to ful- 
fil that promise ; and 8hall endeavor to-sustain the 
position we have already taken, by an argument 
founded on the plain declaration of the wise man, 
that *the spirit returns to God who gave it? We 
shall not now ask, what the spirit 1s, or what its 
nature, or what its es8ence ; but we sball swmply 
ask, is the spirit, when it has returned to God who 
gave it, capable of -8uffering? Can it endure 
pain ? © And how ?—It seems to us, extremely ab- 
surd, to 8uppose that the spirit, when it is separa- 
ted from the body, and has returned to its Crea- 
tor, can suffer pain or be wretched. - Did it not 
come from God, spotless and pure? And does 
it not return to him, in the 8ame character ? If, 
in a corruptible body, it is itself corrupted, it re- 
mains no longer $0, when it ceases to be connect- 
ed with that body. It must, in the nature of 
things, when it leaves the body, possess the same 
principles and properties, as when it came from 
God. And if 80,—and if, in a disembodied state, 
it possess Cconsciousness,—it cannot euffer ; it 
cannot endure pain; its very nature forbids it. 
We argue then, from the nature of the sou], or 
Spirit, or mind, or whatevyer_that something” may be 
called, which, survives the event of death, that it 
must be happy,—or, at least, not miserable,—af- 
ter it ceases to inhabit this corruptible body. Had 
it never been connected with flesh and blood, it 
had never known what sin was, or what its conse- 
nences were. But by its union with. a corrup- 
tible body, it in 80me measure, is itself corrupted, 
and consequently suffers.. When however, this 
union no longer exists,—when the * spirit returns 
to God who gave it 7 it leaves all the causes of its 
unhappiness, mortality and corruption, sin and 
death, in the grave. It cannot, thetefors, wits 
_— rome be erg, 
gainst the argument we have now presente 
drawn from the nature of the 8oul, one = 
objection may be urged; and this objection, it 
may be well for us to consider. Our hopes of fu- 
ture wy pr rest chiefly on the that we 
are to be raised 1 and incorruptible ; and, 
that being the cage, the causes, which now pro- 
duce” migery and death, will not exist. But we 
are told, that sin -originates in the mind, or in the 
goul, or in that | of man; be it it ma 
which is to exist hereafter; and, reasoning from 
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analogy, it is- 8aid, that the 8oul may be sinful 
hereafter, as well as here, and consequently mis- 
erable. Indeed if we mistake not, our religious 
adversaries have plainly asserted the doctrine, that 
* man will go on in sinning eternally, and will, 
therefore, be eternally miserable.”. But this doc- 
trine stands in direct opposition to all the deduc- 
tions of reason, and to many plain testimonies of 
scripture. Nothing can be more elearly express- 
ed, in the s8criptures, then that sin is produced by 
temptations arising from the appetites and desires 
of the flesh. It is expressly asserted, that *lust, 
when it hath conceiyed, bringeth forth 8in.* It is 
the mind, we admit, which yields to the tempta- 
tion, presented to it, and sins ; but if every temp- 
tation were removed from it, —if this mortal and 
corruptible body, from whence temptations arise, 
were destroyed—as we believe" it will be, here- 
after—what, then, would be the regult? Of 
course, the mind would be left free to act in ac- 
cordance with its own s8uggestions, and would al- 
ways act right. But while temptations do arise 
from the appetites and desires of this * vile body,” | 
the mind must hold conflict with them ; and some- 
times .one will gain the victory, and 8ometimes the 
other. To this point, St. Paul writes thus. *I find 
a law, that when I would do good, evil is present 
with me. Forl delight in the law of God, after 
the inward man. But I see another law in my 
members, warring against the law of my mind, and 
bringing me into captivity to the law of sin, which 
is in my members,” ; 

On this point we wish to be distinctly under- } 
stood. We wish the reader-to understand, that 
8in is produced by temptations arising from the 
flesh;; and that, when flesh and blood rest in the 
grave, when the spirit returns to God who gave it, 
these temptations will not exist, and consequent- 
ly, 8in will not be produced. And, that this sen- 
timent may be the more deeply impressed on the 
mind, we will propose two or three plain ques- 
tions. We will ask, first, what induces a hun- 
gry man to 8teal bread? "Ts it not hunger? Is 
it not because his appetite craves food ?2—Again. 
What induces the man of the world to witness 
popular exhibitions ; 'to visit, for example, the 
Theatre? ls it not to gratify the desires of the 
eye and the ear? Again. What induces the in- 
temperate man to seize the poisonons cup, and 
press it to his-lips ? ls it not to gratify the de- 
sIres of a vitiated taste ?—In these instances, 
then, it may be plainly perceived, that tempta- 
tions arising from the induce men to act; 
and we think it may be safely asserted, that sin 
may be traced to its cause, in every case, to temp- 
tations arising from the same source. 


. Corresponding with the sentiment now e 
ed, St. Paul says, *now the works of the flesh are 


manifest, which are these ; adultery, fornication, 
uncleanness, ' lasciviousness, idolatry, witchcraft, 
=o variance, emulations, strife, SENN her- 
" ings, murders, drunkenness, revellings, 
and ouch like + —but the fruit of tho #pirit is love, 
Joy, peace, long euffering, gentleness, goodness, 
faith, meekness and temperance.” 

We might lay before our readers other _ 
ments to sustain the position we have taken ; but 
we deem it quite un om rm the re- 
MP romeo rg tl mr es ao 
that gin is produced by 6-bnlt prcnione an fe. 
pensities of human nature, then it undeniably fol- 
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lows, that it cannot exist in the future world ; for 
the gcriptures assure us, that *flesh and blood 
cannot inherit the kingdom of God'—or, as. Wake- 
field translates it, *a divine kingdom'—— neither 
doth corruption inherit incorruption.* And if sin 
does not, exist there, neither will misery. 'The 
point then, 1s clear, that mankind will bo happy 
after the resurrectiofi shall have taken place. 
C. 6. 


REASON. 


It is hardly necessary to state the fact, that 
nothing has operated more powerfully and effectu- 
ally against the advancment of of knowl- 
edge and truth, in times past, than the lamentable 
circumstance, that reagon has been proscribed, the 
use of it prohibited, in relation to the meaning of 
the scriptures. It has been long and zealously 
urged, that it is a dangerous principle, . and only 
Serves to lead the mind into. inexplicable difficul- 
ties, and far from every appearance of genuine re- 
ligion. Now, we are free to admit, that reason 1s 
a- dangerous principle ; but it is dangerous only to 
those, who have -made *a refuge of lies? their re- 
treat, and who cannot stand against *the overflow- 
ing scourge.* If their system of faith were foun- 
ded upon the eternal and immutable principles of 
divine truth, the more it were examined, the more 
its parts were compared, the closer it were scruti- 
nized, the more its strength would be discovered, 
its beauty and harmony become apparent, its in- 
trinsic worth known and appeeciated. Reason 
would discover and bring to light its latent beau- 
ties, and deyelop all its delightful and peace-giving 
principles. But if, on the other hand, it has for its 
foundation, © hay, wood, stubble,'—if it be a system 
of complicated errors, inconsistent, fraught with 
contradictions and palpable absurdities ;—to -8uch 
a system, we are free to confess, reason is danger- 
ous. It will surely detect its incongruities, and 
expose its sophiems. And thus it should © be. 
Guided, therefore, by reason, in our interpretation 
of the scriptures, we have no evil consequences 
to dread ; nothing to fear. So far from it, we have, 
in fact, everything to hope for and expect. 

It is not by any means, an opinion of ours, that 
God has revealed in the scriptures such doctrines 
as are, in themselves, unreasonable and inconsis- 
tent ; or that he has given an absurdity the strong 
eanction, * Thus saith the Lord.* We do not be- 
lieve that he has made js rational and intelligent 
beings, endowed us with the power of reasoning 
and comparing, and judging, and, at the same time, 
made it an unpardonable crime to exercise that 
power. Such, we 8ay, is not our opinion of the 
character and conduct of Gtd. It may indeed, 


| resemble the character and conduct of a man, who 


is, as 80me would have us all to be, in religious 
matters at least, entirely destitute of reason ; but 
not the character and conduct of a reasonable 
man, >. 160 i rom conduct of _ If he 
has enjoined upon us performance of certain 
otitis we wag wes Ain Carp 
we mi ; fail in our 

yy for I. has given bs 
is will, and endowed us with the 
principles of reason, it was that we might under- 


gtand the former, by the constant exercise of the 


latter. We dare not accuse God of acting in- * 
consistently 3 of creating us reasonable bei 
and, at the same time, of making the use of the 
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reason he has given us the means of endangering 
our eternal welfare. We had —_—— at-- 
tribute all 8uch inconsistencies to the frail and er- 
ring creatures of our race ; with whom have origi- 
nated all those strange and incomprehensible doc- 
trines, which have prevailed in the world, and 
which the-most discerning and s8agacious minds 
have been hardly able to understand. But we 
may hope that the time is not far distant, when 
the mighty fabric of error, the work of ages, shall 
be demolished ; and when the Temple of Truth 
shall be reared, in its beautiful proportions, rest- 
ing on the imperishable foundation of Reason 
and Revelation. C. 6G, 


COMMUNICATIONS. 


[Fof the Universalist.] 
REPENTANCE. 


The opposers of Universalism constantly and 
confidently affirm, - that if the doctrine were 
true, there would be no need of repentance ; and 
that howeyer wicked men might be, they could by 
no means alter their condition for the better, by re- 
pentance. Furthermore, they assert that those 
who preach the doctrine, never preach the neces- 
sity of repentance ; but s1mply endeayor to prove 
that all men will be 8aved, whether they repent or : 
not. With these views in their minds, they are 
confident that the labors of those who preach uni- 
versalism, must be widely different from the labors 
of Jesus and his apostles, who preached repent- 
ance as indispensable to salvation. 

While our honest opposers entertain these 
views, while they are confident that there is 8uch a 
difference between our preaching and the preach- 
ing of Jesus 'and his apostles, we cannot expect 
them to take much pains to become mitiated into 
the doctrine we believe and preach. We think it, 
therefore, our duty to endeayor to. correct these 
mistakes, and thereby to obviate those objections, 
which weigh 80 ponderously in their minds, against 
what we believe to be the true apostolic faith. For 
our assistance in this attempt, we will bring before 
the reader the words of St. Peter, recorded in Acts 
111, 19. *Repent ye, therefore, and be converted 
that your 8ins may be blotted out.” With these 
words before us, we would inform our opposers, 
that,” contrary to their views and objections, we 
believe in the necessity of repentance for the pur- 
pose expressed in the text quoted. 'The differ- 
ence between our views of this 8ubject, and the 
views entertained by our opposers, may be very 
material, and yet we may be as sincere believers 
in the necessity of repentance as they are; and 
might bring the oNfection against them, which 
they, with 80 much confidence, urge against us, 

accuse them of not believing in the necessity 
of repentance, and of not preaching it, merely be- 
cause they differ from us, with as much propriety 
as they bring the same objection against us on the 
8ame ground. But as we do not believe that the 
practice of our 0 rs, in this case, 1s justifiable, 
80 we would not indulge such practice ourselves. 

It may be of no small advantage to present a 
distinct view of 8ome important points of differ- 
ence between our own opinions-on this subject, 
and the opinions entertained by thoge who oppose 
us. Andin the first place we 8hall inquire what 
our opposers believe men ought to. repent of. 

If we rightly understand the doctrine of those 
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whose sentiments we 8re- about, to examine, they 
believe and preach that men m_ to repent 
of the einfulness and depravity of their nature, 
which we all inherit by ordinary generation, from 
Adam, our common father. hen they urge the 
necessity 'of repentance on those whom they call 
unregenerated, they endeayor to impress the sen- 
timent on their minds, that by nature they are ene- 
\mies to God, and as euch, most+<hateful in his 
8ight ; that by nature they are the objects of divine 
wrath, and are in danger of endless sufferi as 
a just retribution for the sinfulness of their nature. 
In this sort of preaching, great pains are taken to 
enlighten people, and to bring them to understand 
this deep mystery of jniquity ; no means are omit- 
ted which can promise the least assistance in this 
indispensable work of conviction. 'This work 1s 
evidently very. difficult, because, however sinful 
we are by nature, it is directly contrary to nature 
to believe it. No man, led by natural reason, 
could ever discover any s8in laying against him, 
until he could be  conscious that he himnself had 
committed it. In order, therefore, to obtain'the 
conviction required, men must first put entire con- 
fidence in 8ome person who will instruct them in 
a way to obtain it. When such confidence is 
placed in the preacher, and when natural *reason 
is totally condemned, and set aside, then there are 
unds to hope for 8uccess. The preacher may 
en proceed to a statement of facts, which, when 
put together, in a manner which is styled evangel- 
cal, demonstrate that man by nature, is most sinful 
in the 8ight of God. When this is fully believed, 
and the 8ubject views himself justly condemned to 
endure the divine wrath forever, he must hate and 
abhor himself, as God abhors him ; and this is gen- 
uine repentance which results in the regeneration 
of his nature, whereby he becomes a child of God 
and an heir of everlasting life. As the instruc- 
tion, which, was the means-of bringing the man to 
this repentance, had nothing to do with any wick- 
edness which he had practiced, 80 he had, in his 
repentance, no reference to any act or acts of 
wrong which he had committed. 1f, by fraud or 
deceit, he had reduced many of his fellow crea- 
tures from competency and comfort, to want and 
wretchedness ; if many widows? scanty thirds had, 
by dishonest means, passed into his large posses- 
810ns ; if many orphans had suffered the loss of all 
which parental economy and kindness had laid up 
for them, tlie repentance of which we speak, havin 
regard fo native depravity only, and not to sinfu 
conduget, would have no tendency to. effect any 
amends for all those by restoring what 
had been wrongfully taken; nor could such re- 
pentance be rehed on to prevent such fraudulent 
practices in future, | f> 
In the second place it should be distinctly un- 
derstood, that one who has been once genuinely 
brought to repentance, x ; nr described, _ 
never again pass throug 8ame process; be- 
cause his nature, being changed, can never return 
to its former 8tate ; but the man must always remain 
a new creature. As to the man's conduct, he may 
act as badly, and even worse than before he met 
my change, yet all this cannot prove 
that, in 's 8ight, he is not a righteous man. 
We would not be misunderstood-; we do not mean 
to insinuate that our opposers teach their converts 


that it is no matter how wickedly they live ; for 
this is not the Case. 'They earnestly inculcate 
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good morals, as a duty, by which they ought to 
honor the profession of religion, which og have 
made; but not as a means of their justification 
before God. | 

'Thirdly, the terrors of everlasting torinents are 
relied on- as being efficient means of bringing sin- 
ners to repentance. On this account, it is the con- 
stant practice of. preachers to hold up those terrors 
in all the frightful shapes which can @perate on 
the fears of their hearers; and the condition 1s 
often stated, in the most emphatical terms, and. 
with a solemn and terrific yoice, *Repent or you 
must be damned forever! 'Phus the poor sinner 
is induced. to 8et. about the work of repentance, 
that he may avoid eternal damnation. All which 
the, preacher urges to induce his hearers to repent- 
ance are; the terrors. of endless torment, on the 
one hand, and -the open of heaven hereafter, on 
the other. No specific acts of wrong doing are 
brought into view z no intimation that actual guilt 
branes in the mind; nothing said concerning a re- 
moval of the accusations of conscience by repair- 
ing wrongs actually committed ; not a hint thrown 
out that the cries and 8ufferings of those who have 
been injured must be regarded in the way of doing 
them justice. All that 18s urged 1s hell on the one 
hand, and heaven on the other ! 

Having taken this short notice of the views 
which our opposers entertain of repentance and 
the means by which it is effected, we may proceed 
to present the reader with what to us appears to 
be more according to scripture, and at the 8ame 
time according to the instructions of right reason. 
In order to do this in-a manner to be easily under- 
stood, we 8hall endeavor to be guided by the 
words of St. Peter, before recited, taking special 
notice of the subject in relation to which he spoke 


them. 
The God of Abraham, | 


A 


See Acts iii. 13—19, 
and of Isaac, and of Jacob, the God of our fathers, 
hath glorified his 8on Jesus; whom ye delivered 
up, and denied him in the presence of Pate, when 
he was determined to let him go. But ye denied 
the Holy One, and the just, and desired a murder- 
er to be granted unto you; and killed the prince 
of life, whom God hath raised from the dead; 
whereof we are witnesses. And his name, through 
faith in his name, hath made this man «trong, 
whom ye 8ee and know: Yea, the faith which 1s 
by him hath given him this perfect 8oundness in 
the presence of you all. And now, brethren, I 
wot that rough rrranen ye did it, as did also 
Tout rulers. But those things, which God before 

ad showed. by the mouth of all his prophets that 
Christ shonld 8uffer, he hath 80 ed. Repent 

e therefore, and be converted, that your sins may 

e blotted out.'. Although we feel zatisfied that 
this scripture very clearly sets forth what was to 
be repented of, and also the object to be obtained 
by repentance, we can find in it no intimations 
respecting those things which constitute the char- 
acter of that repentance in which- our opposers 
believe, and which we have just noticed. Here 
1s no. mention made of man's native depravity ; 
nothing 8aid about a einful nature in man which 
renders him hateful in the sight of his Creator, and 
exposes him to the wrath of God forever; nothing 
concerning hell 
Peter did not say to his hearers, you must, repent 
or be damned forever, ' Nor did he promise 
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No, the apostle's 8ubject was wholly different 
from the 8ubject brought to view by our opposers, 
in their preaching of repentance. He sat before 
the murderers of Jesus the wickedness, not of 
their - nature, inherited from Adam, but of their 
actual conduct in rejecting the son of God, and in 
putting him to death. Of this wickedness he 
called on them to repent ; urging the facts that 
God has raised him from the dead, and that through 
faith 1n him, the miracle wrought in their 81ght, was 
effected. And what did he present to them as 
the effect of repentance? An escape from hell in 
the eternal world? | An admittance into heaven 
hereafter? No; but he 8aid, *Repent, therefore 
and be converted, that your sins may be blotted 
out.” Not the 8in of their nature; but the ens 
they had committed in denying the Holy One and 
the just, and desiring a murderer to be granted 
ther, in his stead, and in killing the prince of life. 
This heinous crime lay heavily on them, and 
its enormity was fully confirmed by the miracle 
wrought in the name of Jesus whom they had 
murdered, of which miracle they. had a perfect 
knowledge. To have these crimes blotted out of 
their converted hearts was the object to be obtain- 
ed by repentance. Repentance 1n this case would 
result in their conyersion from enemies to friends 
and disciples of Jesus; it would bring them to 
the enjoyment of the blessing of the gospel, which 
was promised in the covenant which God made 
with their fathers, as we learn from the conclusion 
of Peter's 8peech. See verses 25, 26. © Ye are the 
children of the prophets, and of the covgnant which 
God made with our fathers, saying unto Abraham, 
and in thy seed 8hall all the kindreds of the earth 
be blessed. Unto you first, God, having raised up 
his 8on Jesus, sent him to bless you, im turning 
away every one of you from his iniquities.” We 
do well to notice here, that the apostle 8ays nothing 
about being blessed, by being changed from any 
nature which is inherited from Adam, norby being 
delivered from any condemnation deserved on ac- 
count of his sin. But the blessing promised to all 
the kindreds of the earth, and which Jesns was 
8ent to bestow, is being turned away from our in- 
iquities. 
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To THE EDITORS OF THE UNIVERSALIST. 


Brethren ;—I have watched your movements 
with a jealous eye, from the time» you first pro- 
posed publishing The Universalist, up to the pres- 
ent. e many others, in the sincerity of my 
heart, I have thought that your motives were not 
good. But by the commendable course you have 

ursued, I am convinced, that the object you have 
in view, is the advancement of the cause of truth 
and righteousness. Ever since I first became a 
Universalist, I have been a 8ubscriber to, and a 
"reader and encourager of the Trumpet. And 
now, brethren, I have no complaint to make against 
the Trumpet, or its worthy Editor. No; by no 
means. T think it a worthy publication. Its Edi- 
tor I love and esteem.  'The paper I shall recom- 
mend. And I shall do all in my power to increase 
its number -of 8ubscribers. But, while I encour- 
age the Trumpet, I shall not neglect The Unaver- 

Tn | 


in the invisible, eternal- tate. | salist. 
- A- paper of this kind, has long been needed in 
our order: And its introduction 1s hailed with joy, 


i 


heaven in the eternal world if they would repent. 


by not a few. Many will subscribe for it, who 
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feel themselves unable to pay for the Trumpet. 
So far as in me lieth, I shall recommend your pa- 
per; and I sincerely 00% that, guided by the 
wisdom which is from above; an 
that charity which is the bond of perfectness, you 
will continue to. render the Universalist worthy 
the fn of an intelligent community. 

If you think me competent to write for the press, 
I ohall oecasionally furnieh you short articles for 
your interesting paper ; and for the present, shall 
gelect the signature, APOLLOS. 


Remarks. Having been favored with an inter- 
view with the writer of the foregoing article, we 
have given it to our readers. It 1s confessed that 
we could have wished a trifling alteration in the 
two first periods of the communication. Our rea- 
80N 18, we are unwilling to think that either of the 
persons concerned in this publication have done 
anything to justify * Apollos,” or any one else, in 
looking upon our * movements with a jealous eye.” 
Our motives have been, from the beginning, frank] 
avowed—those motives all allow. to be - good. 
Why have our brethren suspected us of bein 
capable—pardon the emphasis with which we ask } 
it—capable of being influenced in this underta- ! 
king by unworthy motives? But we are glad to: 
find that,our brethren are becoming convinced that ' 
we are actuated by honorable motives. _ 

- One word more. * Apollos* cannot be more 
+friendly to the © Trumpet? than are the editors of 
this paper. Were it otherwise,, humble as they. 
are, they might, perhaps, before this, have opera- 
ted 8omewhat to its disadvantage. As it 18, in 
those places where our paper has obtained the larg- 
et lists of subscribers, and where we 'may be: 
gupposed to have some little influence, the Trum- 
pet has lost nothing. It may be 80 throughout the 
denomination. And we deprecate the idea, which 
8ome have seemed to entertain, that *The Uniyer- 
galist' was got up by a few discontented individu- 
als, for the purpose of injuring a paper to whose 
Success we. have always Jelighted to contribute. 
Aye—let our indefatigable brother of the 'Trum- 
pet go on,—we 8ay it with great cordiality, © Blow 
ye the Trumpet in Zion, and gound an alarm in 
God's holy mountain! Let him do 80, as long as 
there is wy ng to be alarmed at. Be it our em- 
ployment, however, to sound the timbrel of praise, 
to bind up the broken and contrite heart, to inspirit 
the desponding 80ul, and to contribute what we 
can to the moral orRmens; peace and happi- 
ness of mankind. 'There is room enough in this 


wide world for us all. - EpiToRs. 


Mortal! hast thou adopted the language of the 
fool, and said in thy heart, *There 1s no God ?” 
Pause, I beseech thee, and reflect. Wilt thou ac- 


count to thyself, in a way that shall satisfy thine 
own mind, for the existence of those powers which 
enable thee to deny his existence ? How came it 
to pass that the race of beings to which thou be- 
- are distinguished by a peculiar a0; pi 
erful co y peculiar powers— 
culiar capabilities—by a Good Ae 
Look at thyself. Become 
wonderful creature who finds himself capable of 
denying the existence of God. You will find that 
he-carries in and about him the indubitable -evi- 
.dence of the folly of thine own declarations. -- 


clothed with 


| duties of the undertaking. 
|the speedy restoration of Th | 
|cess in conducting the Inquirer. 


peculiar desires and hopes? | M 
inted with that k 
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INTEMPERANCE, 


Contemplate the picture of 8ome miserable man 
who lives in bondage to his bottle and observe 
what a loathsome object he is ;—8qualid, bloated, 
diseased—offensive in his whole appearance,—in- 
capable of communicating happiness, the derision 
of boys, —the terror and shame of his weeping, 
impoverished wife, —the scorn and ruin of his un- 
happy children,—the nuisance of his neighbor- 
hood. In a word, bring vividly before you the 
image, of some one of those degraded creatures, 
of whom, alas, you have all known but too many. 

Then recollect that to this beast-like condition 
have been reduced multitudes of every class and 
rank in 8ociety, not only the dissolute and depray- 
ed, enticed by early example ; not only the sons 
of ignorance and infamy, brought up by vagabond 
pared to be like themselyes; but the 8ons and 

aughters of the virtuous and pure, who” began 
life m loveliness and hope, whose early promise 
was the pride and joy of parental affection, and 
have been seduced, they know not how, till their 
loveliness and honor haye faded, and their nts 
hearts have been broken, and they have ded like 
the beasts that perish. | 


Tar Pars0N AND THE LABORER. A parson 
agreed to give a laborer a 8hilling for weeding a 
garden; but when the work.was done his Rever- 
ence 8aid he thought s1xpence was quite sufficient 
for the time the man was employed. "The poor 
man being half starved,agreed to take the sixpence, 
on condition that the parson would teach him the 
Lord's Prayer. 'To this the teacher of truth readily 
assented, beginning with * Our Father,” * What ! 
8aid the laborer, © both our fathers? * Yes, yes: 
come 8ay after me.* *Our Father,—when the 
laborer again asked, © What! your father and my 
father too ?? *'To be 8ure,” 8aid the parson. *Well, 
then,” said the laborer, * you must-be a confound- 
ed rogue, to cheat your brother out of sixpence!? 


A man must beware of training piety toa pitch 


|he cannot maintain throughout; /tis like begin- 


ning a tune too high: he must take it a note or 
two lower, or give disgust before he comes to the 


end of it by downright squeaking. 


*RELiGious Inquirer, This yery respecta- 
ble periodical is to be placed under the care of 
Rev. Charles Spear, of Brewster, Mass, who is 
800n to remove to Hartford, and enter upon the 
We devoutly desire 
_health, and his 8uc- 
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- NOTICES: 
Br. M. B. Ballou will in the Unitarian meeting- 
house, in Sharon, next sabbath. $99" 
Br. B. Whittemore will 1 a lecture next 8abbath 
evening, at 6 o'clock in the town-house, Dorchester. 


a MARRIED. | 

In this city, by Rev. S. Streeter, Mr. Elijah Pratt and 
iss M; T both of Corry Mr. Wi. H. 
Ohio, and Miss Elizabeth P. Hop- 


In Lowell, by Rev. C. Gardner, Mr. Matthew Buttrick, 
of Lowell, and Mrs. wry Paper, of | 


% 


188 , 
Baker, of Cincinnati, 
kins of Boston 


Concord, Mass. 
1In-S » . B. Ballou, Mr. ” 
els R MB Betsey 5% Blanchard wow} Ono 
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L. W. KIMBALL, PRINTER. 


